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Overview 



VA Research Priorities 
∗ Access and Disparities 

∗ Disparities in care among multiple ethnic and racial groups. 
∗ Joint replacement, end-of-life care, mood disorders, 

diabetes, health literacy 
∗ Afghanistan and Iraq Veterans 

∗ PTSD, traumatic brain injury (TBI), military sexual trauma, 
substance abuse 

∗ Agent Orange 
∗ Vietnam (1962-1971):  19 million gallons of herbicide sprayed to 

remove trees and dense tropical foliage that provided enemy 
cover 

∗ Prostate cancer, lymphoma, leukemia, head/neck cancer, 
Parkinson’s Disease, metabolic syndrome, etc. 

 



VA Research Priorities 
∗ Aging/Older Veterans 

∗ 20 Geriatric Research Education and Clinical Centers (CRECCs) to 
attract researchers, clinicians. 

∗ Alzheimer's, macular degeneration, diabetes, etc. 
∗ Caregivers 

∗ Caregivers & Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act (2010):  Provides 
benefits for caregivers of seriously wounded Iraq/Afghanistan 
Veterans that includes stipend, mental health services, & health care 
coverage if caregiver not otherwise entitled to care. 

∗ Chronic Diseases 
∗ Cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes, digestive diseases, kidney 

disease, lung disease, pain, Parkinson’s 

 
 
 



Congressional Allocation for VA Research 
and Development Program (in millions) 



∗ $190,000,000 in funded research FY13 
∗ 40 VA Centers for Excellence including: 
∗  5  National Centers for PTSD 
∗ Million Veteran Program: one of the world’s largest 

genomic databases containing fully sequenced DNA 
matched with medical record and military exposure data; 

∗ National Center for Neurorestoration and 
Neurotechnology:  
∗ Collaborating VA and non-VA brain scientists, neurologists, 

and neurosurgeons develop cutting edge rehabilitation 
technologies such as “Braingate,” whereby implanted 
computer chips allow brain computer interfaces for patients 
with paralysis or limb loss  

VISN 1 Research Highlights 



7 



∗ Center for Healthcare Organization and Implementation 
Research (CHOIR), Boston/Bedford, MA   

 
∗  Center of Innovation in Long-Term Services and Supports 

for Vulnerable Veterans, Providence, RI  
 
∗   Pain Research, Informatics, Medical Comorbidities and 

Education Center (PRIME), West Haven, CT 
 
∗ eHealth Quality Enhancement Research Center (QUERI), 

Bedford, MA 
 
 

VISN 1 Health Services Research (HSR&D) 
Centers of Excellence & QUERI 



∗   Alcoholism Research Center, West Haven, CT 
∗   Cooperative Studies Program Coordinating Center, Boston, MA  
∗   Cooperative Studies Program Coordinating Center, West Haven, 

CT 
∗   Clinical Epidemiology Research Center (CERC), West Haven, CT 
∗   Depression Research Center, West Haven, CT 
∗   Massachusetts Veterans Epidemiology Research & Information 

Center (MAVERIC), Boston, MA 
∗   VA Central Biorepository, Boston, MA 
∗   IT Core (MAVERIC), Boston, MA 
∗ Schizophrenia Research Center, Boston, MA 

 

VISN 1 Clinical Science Research and 
Development (CSR&D) Centers 



 
∗   Center of Excellence for Restoration of Nervous 

System Function, West Haven, CT 
 
∗   Translational Research Center for Traumatic Brain 

Injury and Stress Disorders (TRACTS), Boston, MA 
 
∗  Center for Excellence in Neurorestoration and 

Neurotechnology, Providence, RI 
 

VISN 1 Rehabilitation Research and 
Development (RR&D) Centers 



∗ Mission 
∗ To create infrastructure and process to expand clinical trials 

within VISN 1 facilities that will contribute towards traditional 
and novel research objectives. 

∗ Goal 
∗ To increase the number of clinical trials in the VISN 
∗ To increase the numbers of Veterans enrolled in clinical trials 

∗ Comprised of three basic cores: 
∗ Operational, Scientific,  

OVERVIEW OF THE VISN 1 CLINICAL TRIALS 
NETWORK 



Operations Core (Clinical Trials Network) 

 CTN goal is to support the infrastructure for and facilitate the 
expansion of clinical trials within the network 

• Operations Core infrastructure provides data operations, 
informatics, project management, statistical expertise, 
biorepository services, study design expertise 

• Begun discussions with IRB chairs and non-profit CEO’s to 
streamline the initiations of clinical trials within the network 

• Engagement of Office of Research & Development (ORD) 
∗ Expansion of The Million Veterans Program across the VISN 
∗ Support to leverage Boston CSP Center resources 



Scientific Core (Clinical Trials Network) 
•    Development of an Oncology Consortium  
∗ Applying  to NCI’s  Southwest Oncology Group as a VA 

consortium 
∗ Multiple trials have been reviewed and are beginning to enroll – 

first patient in August 2014 

∗ Development of a Cardiology Consortium 
∗ Strategic plan has been created to  approach collaborative  

 networks and sponsors 
∗ Currently reviewing/applying for possible protocols 

∗ Investigator initiated projects 
∗ Projects in wound healing and hematologic disorders  

 
 

 
 

 



The Clinical Trial Network 
Precision Oncology Program 

 
 

 
∗ Creation of a Precision Oncology Program  
∗ Partnership between clinical care and research 
∗ Routine molecular profiling tumors of lung cancer patients  
∗ Research component designed to match patients to research 

protocol for targeted therapies 
 



∗ Since 2010: 
∗ $4.1 million funded for 26 early Career 

Development Awards (CDAs). 
∗ VISN 1 CDA awardees have generated 161 

publications 
∗ $3.5 million in new grant funding for awardees 

VISN 1 Career Development Award 
(CDA) program 
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